
THE SAI 

(STUDENT AID INDEX)
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The SAI is a number 
that represents all 

the information  you 
and your parents 
provided on the 

FAFSA.

College financial aid 
offices use the SAI  
to determine your 

eligibility for federal 
and state financial 

assistance.

What’s an SAI?

Student Aid Index



SAI is a rebranding 
of EFC (Expected 

Family Contribution) 
in an effort to more 
accurately reflect 
what this number 

represents.

The SAI number 
helps colleges 

identify financial 
need and determine 
how much financial 

aid to award.

The SAI does not 
represent an 

amount your parent 
must pay for their 

child’s college 
education. 



How is the SAI Calculated?

Student Aid Index
The SAI is calculated 
using a methodology 
established by law. 

Some of the factors 
used include:

Family 
income

Available 
assets and 

benefits
Size of 

household



What’s 

Next?
Student Aid Index• Colleges will use the SAI to determine financial aid eligibility

• Once financial aid is determined, they will send a  Financial 
Aid Offer via email or postal mail

• Most colleges send these offers in the spring

• The aid offer will include the Cost of Attendance and the 
amount of financial aid being offered

• Students must accept or decline their award package

The Aid Offer



Your financial aid offer details 
the costs of attending a 
college for an academic year

Additionally, it lists any grants, 
student loans, scholarships, or 
work-study you’re eligible to 
receive at that college

Sample Financial Aid Offer



Just a 

Reminder
Student Aid Index

Complete the FAFSA every year you 
need financial aid for college

Visit FAFSA.gov to apply each year

The FAFSA will determine your SAI 
which allows your college to determine 
financial aid eligibility



CONTACT US

405.234.4239
866.443.7420 (toll free)

UCanGo2@ocap.org

This presentation is for educational purposes only, and is not intended to be construed as financial, investment, legal and/or tax advice.
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