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Degree vs. On-the-Job Training: 
How Much Will You Make?

(An accessible table follows on page two.)

Careers requiring technical certification or 
an associate, bachelor’s or higher degree vs. Jobs requiring moderate 

on-the-job training

Accountants and Auditorsvs.
Administrative 
Assistants

Family and General Practitionersvs.
Medical 
Assistants

Mechanical Engineersvs.
Automotive 
Service Techs

Landscape Architectsvs.
Landscape 
Workers

Lawyersvs.
Legal Secretaries

Criminal Investigatorsvs.
Security 
Guards

Pharmacistsvs.
Pharmacy 
Aides

Urban and Regional Plannersvs.
Office Clerks

Hourly Wage
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Degree vs. On-the-Job Training: Accessible Table

With moderate on-the-job 
training, you could be a(n)… Hourly Wage

With a technical school, 
associate, bachelor’s or higher 
degree, you could be a(n)... Hourly Wage

Administrative Assistants $14.93 Accountants/Auditors $33.89

Medical Assistants $14.49 General Practitioners $107.58

Automotive Service Techs $18.80 Mechanical Engineers $41.41

Landscaping Workers $12.57 Landscape Architects $23.55

Legal Secretaries $18.59 Lawyers $55.41
Security Guards $14.66 Detective and Criminal 

Investigators
$32.02

Pharmacy Aides $10.95 Pharmacists $54.90

Office Clerks $13.42
Urban/Regional 
Planners

$31.31

Source: United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Oklahoma, 2018




